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Introduction  
 

1. The Equality and Diversity Forum (EDF) is a network of national organisations 
committed to equal opportunities, social justice, good community relations, respect 
for human rights and an end to discrimination based on age, disability, gender and 
gender identity, race, religion or belief, and sexual orientation1.  Further information 
about our work is available at www.edf.org.uk. 

2. Our members represent some of the most disadvantaged groups throughout the 
UK and so we will comment on how the proposed changes may well affect them. 

3. We regard the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOI Act) as a vital mechanism of 
accountability which has transformed the public’s rights to information and 
substantially improved the scrutiny of the operation of public authorities.  We 
oppose any suggestion that it should be weakened. 

4. We note that the FOI Act was the subject of comprehensive post-legislative 
scrutiny by the Justice Committee in 2012 which found that the Act had been ‘a 
significant enhancement of our democracy’ and concluded ‘We do not believe 
there has been any general harmful effect at all on the ability to conduct business 
in the public service, and in our view the additional burdens are outweighed by the 
benefits’.  We therefore question the need for any further review now.2 

5. A number of our members have given us examples of times when they have found 
FOI requests invaluable in their work. 

6. The End Violence against Women (EVAW) Coalition have worked closely with 
journalists who have used it to investigate violence against women and girls. An 
important example where the use of FOI requests has resulted in a beneficial 
outcome was that of a Press Association reporter who did a number of long term 
FOI requests to all police forces asking them to disclose reporting of 'revenge 
pornography' incidents. He was doing this well before 'revenge porn' was 
criminalised. The requests produced significant figures, got a lot of media attention 
as it clearly showed that there were a large number of reported incidents of this 
abusive behaviour before law makers and politicians were aware of the problem. 
These FOI requests exposed this as a problem and significantly contributed to the 
pressure on the Government to criminalise it, which it has now done.  

7. The Children’s Rights Alliance (England) (CRAE) submitted an FOI request to the 
Metropolitan Police to find out how many times Tasers had been used on children 
across London between 2008 and 2012. CRAE had been unable to uncover this 
data through other routes as such data was not routinely published at the time. The 
results of this FOI request showed that the use of Taser on children increased 
nearly six-fold between 2008 and 2012. In total police used Tasers on children in 
London 131 times in this period. Between 2008 and 2012 Tasers were used on 
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 A list of EDF members is attached as annex 1 
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 http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmselect/cmjust/96/9602.htm 
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children in all but nine boroughs, but far more frequently in some boroughs that 
others. The data showed that in four boroughs children were tasered 51 times, 
accounting for 40% of the total. 70% of the occasions on which police used Tasers 
on children occurred in just a quarter of London boroughs. 

8. The figures uncovered by this FOI request have had a significant impact. It has led 
to CRAE adopting a programme of work on Taser use on children. As a result they 
have briefed the London Assembly members on Taser use; assisted with specific 
police training and guidance on the use of Taser on children with the College of 
Policing; secured a commitment from the police watchdog to look at how often 
children complain about treatment and examine how to monitor use; as well as 
interest and commitment on reviewing Taser use on children from the Scientific 
Advisory Committee on the medical implications of less-lethal weapons. 3 

9. The Gypsy and Traveller organisation Friends, Families and Travellers asked the 
Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) the dates of the 
meetings of the Ministerial Working Group on tackling inequalities experienced by 
Gypsies and Travellers.  This was a working group set up in response to the 
European Union request that the UK, as with all other Member States, produce a 
Roma Integration Policy. The Government elected to set up the working group as 
an alternative, this produced a progress report in 20124 which made a number of 
commitments and said that they ‘intend to produce another report once we have 
had an opportunity to assess progress in delivering against these commitments.’ 
However, no further report seemed to be being prepared. Several FOI requests 
from Friends, Families and Travellers were declined on the basis that to provide 
information of this kind would have a chilling effect on Ministers’ ability to develop 
policy free of public scrutiny. Two failed attempts to get the information were 
followed by a complaint to the Information Commissioner.  The Commissioner 
directed DCLG to supply an answer. The answer was that the Ministerial Working 
Group was not actually having any meetings and no policy was being developed 
on Gypsy and Traveller integration although discussions with Gypsy and Traveller 
Groups were continuing through the DCLG Gypsy and Traveller Liaison 
Committee meetings.  

 

Response to specific questions 1-6 

10. We support the responses to the specific questions posed by the Commission that 
is being put in by the UK Open Government Civil Society Network 
(http://www.opengovernment.org.uk/) and would adopt their detailed response here 
as part of our response.  
 

Equality and Diversity Forum   
November 20th 2015 
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 The Children’s Rights Alliance (England) will be also responding to this consultation. Further details 

will be available there. 
4
 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6287/2124046.pdf  
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Annex 1: Equality and Diversity Forum Members  

 
Action on Hearing Loss 
Age UK 
British Humanist Association 
British Institute of Human Rights 
Children’s Rights Alliance for England (CRAE) 
Citizens Advice 
Disability Rights UK 
Discrimination Law Association 
End Violence Against Women Coalition  
Equality Challenge Unit 
EREN – The English Regions Equality and Human Rights Network 
Fawcett Society 
Friends, Families and Travellers 
Gender Identity Research and Education Society (GIRES) 
Law Centres Network 
Mind 
National AIDS Trust 
National Alliance of Women’s Organisations (NAWO) 
Press for Change 
Race on the Agenda (ROTA) 
RNIB 
Runnymede Trust 
Scope 
Stonewall 
Trades Union Congress (TUC) 
UKREN (UK Race in Europe Network) 
UNISON 
Women’s Budget Group 
Women’s Resource Centre 
 


