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Beyond 2015: Shaping the future of equality, human rights and social 

justice (12 and 13 February 2015) 

Session 4: The cumulative impact 

 

Discussion notes 

In plenary discussion after speaker presentations, the following points were 

made and issues addressed:   

 There was a question as to why the treasury analysis does not show the 

impact on services, for those on lowest income, because disabled people 

of working age are being hit by one welfare reform after another, together 

with the huge impact of social care cuts. 

 Scotland can be seen as presenting an alternative narrative on austerity. 

 One of the outcomes of the current climate of austerity has been multiplier 

effects. For example in Coventry we are seeing an increasing number of 

women unable to make appointments because they can't afford bus fare to 

get to counselling, with increased demands on our contingency fund when 

there are cuts there as well. That has a wider knock-on effect on others. 

The treasury needs to get policy makers to recognise that, the complex 

nature of people's lives and the way these things interrelate. 

 Could the human development toolkit of the UN Development Programme, 

which is used in different regions of India and Pakistan, be used to 

evaluate human development in various regions of England?  

 It is important not to forget that the health service has been protected and 

that is incredibly important in people's lives. It may not have kept up with 

need but it’s a lot better than it might have been. 

 The cumulative impact really means that you can cope with one of these 

things from the margins. Or two or three of them with family support – and 

that is where most people turn. But by the time you have been hit by 

Housing Benefit cuts, council tax support if you are of working age, 

benefits in general falling behind the rate of increases in the prices for food 

and fuel, then you have got nothing left. I think that kind of cumulative 

impact is what we are talking about. 


