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Beyond 2015: Shaping the future of equality, human rights and social 

justice (12 and 13 February 2015) 

Session 1: Progress on equality, human rights and social justice: 

official perspectives 

 

Discussion notes 

In plenary discussion after speaker presentations, the following points were 

made and issues addressed:   

 Addressing the needs of chronically excluded groups: what are the 

mechanisms for moving from research to policy to actual change on the 

ground for people in those groups? 

 The 2014 Immigration Act had the specific purpose of creating a hostile 

environment for migrants in the UK and we can already see this is having 

an impact in private sector tenancies. This kind of hardship and 

discrimination should be on the agendas of the organisations that are 

represented on the panel. 

 The welfare reform agenda has created further inequalities in the UK. If 

our attitude and treatment of asylum seekers is a stain on us as a nation, 

so is our attitude to people who for whatever reason have to rely on 

benefits and we are talking about people who are in work as well as 

people who are not in work. 

 How to approach the conflict between perceived cultural rights and the 

equality duty and human rights. 

 The inclusion of social justice in the title of the conference: social justice 

tends to be a distinct field of activity concerned with poverty and economic 

inequality. The major challenge that we face is a significant regression in 

terms of poverty, income and economic inequality. We need to make links 

between equality, human rights and social justice – understood as anti-

poverty – and work out the new agendas that emerge from that. We need 
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to see equality more concerned with economic issues and we need to see 

human rights more concerned with economic, social and cultural rights. 

 Strengthening the mechanisms for ensuring that due regard is given to 

equality, and particularly economic inequality, so it is not so subject to the 

political vagaries. 

 

 


